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JOHN MARION PRIOUR 

BV FREDERJC H. KENNARD 

John Marion Priour died March 14. 1931, at Corpus Christi. 
Texas. \\ hile never a member of thc Amcrican Ornitliologists Union, 
he had hcen so elosely identificd witli a number of thc ornithologists 
of lliis countrv. as guide. camping companion. or collector. tliat some 
notice sbould be takcu of liis passing. 

His father, Gene M. Priour, was born in Renncs. France. in 1812. 
and camc to tliis countr) iu 1836. landing at Mobile. Alabama. His 
niother. Rosalie B. Hart. was born in Wcxford County, Ireland, in 
1825. and brought to tbis country b\ lier parents in 1834, wilh a 
party of colonists. who landed at Copano Bay. a few miles north of 
Corpus Cliristi. Her falhcr having died of cholera, conlracted on tlic 
ship. slie was laken by ber motlicr. after various advcntures, to Mo- 
bile. Alabama. wbere slic was cducated. and later met and marricd 
Gene M. Priour in 1844. 

Jolm Marion Priour was born in Mobile. Alabama. March 3. 
1848; and in 1851, according lo liis own account, “was brought to 
Texas aml landed on the hcach at (iorpus Cbristi Bay.” Herc his 
family settled and joung Priour. growing up (thcre wcre scvcu broth- 
ers and sistcrs) in what was then a fronticr town, sceins lo have turncd 
his hand to various pursuits. 

Starting at the agc of ninetecn as a clerk in a grocery and dry- 
goods storc iu Corpus Christi. he later spent a couple of ycars in his 
employcr s intcresls in Mexieo. whencc he returned to take chargc of 
his father s ranch on llu* Aransas River. 

For the next few \ears hc secms to liavc led tlie frontier life of 
thosc days. looking afler his father s rauch. driving cattle to market. 
somctimes to Louisiana: and writes that he ' was witli the Volunteer 
Rangers six vears at thc timc our pistols werc the law. judgc, and 
jury". At one timc he worked as eiigiueer on a new railroad that liad 
just been luiilt from Corpus ( liristi to Laredo. and then learned the 
trade of carpenlr). 

On October 1, 1877. on one of liis trips lo Louisiana. be married 
Mai •garel Elida Wanning. of Morgan ('it\. Louisiana. daughter of 
Horatio and Ora Wanning. aud broughl her baek lo Corpus Christi. 
ncar whicli ihe) made their home. M rs. Priour died on September 
10. 1916. I lie) are snrvived b\ one son. John \\ . Priour of Hebbron- 
ville, Te\as, and two daughters. Mrs. j. W Roark of Corpus ( hvisli. 
and Mrs. J. W. Cumiinghaui ol (.allalrn. Texas. 
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Wliile Pviour was a l)orn lninler aml onldoor man, lie never 
seems lo liave been parlienlarh inleresled in llic birds or mammals 
aronnd bim. al leasl as a collector. nntil lie was o\cr tbirt) )cars old 
aud liappened lo meel Col. N. S. Coss of Neosbo Falls. Kansas. I)r. 



Fic. 18. Jolm Marion Priour. 1848-1931. 


Frank M. Chapman. wbo collecled vvilb Prioni in 1891. <|noles an 
acconnl ol tbis mceting froin his “Jonrnal of March 16 of tbat year: 

“Sonic morning in 1878 a man wbo reipiesled a drink walked into 
PriouFs yard wilb a Caracara and a Marsb Hawk flnng over liis 
shonldcr. To a hunter lliesc birds were as Vultures. and bc com- 
mcnced lo play on ibe supposcd igtiorance of bis callcr. saying. ou 
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have some fine soup birds there.' Goss took it in liis calm manner, 
and after awhile, seeing that Priour was really interested. explained 
why lie was shooting sucli apparently worthless birds. Tlien Priour 
told him of birds he liad seeu. and ihis led lo his engagement as 
guide.” 

Just wlien young Priour learned to stufl birds. and began to col- 
lecl lliem and tlieir eggs is not knoun. but this friendship witli Col. 
Goss. begun so accidentally. seems to have been kept up. and Priour 
writes tlial "in 1881. Col. N. S. Goss. of Neoslio Falls came to Corpus 
and we collected and mounted quile a lot of specimens”. 

In 1882 Col. Goss s brother, Captain B. F. Goss of Pewaukee. 
\\ isconsin. came to Corpus Cliristi. and was there joined by George B. 
Sennetl, and Priour writes that “we collected from the Rio Grande to 
the mouth of the Gaudalupe River’. and lie continued lo collect eggs 
eitlier with Captain Goss. or for him. until 1886, and collected skins 
for Sennett until 1891. 

Col. Goss’s colleclion of mounled birds. originally in the Kansas 
Slate Capitol, al Topeka, lias been transferred to tbe Museum of tbe 
Kansas Stale Historical Sociely, al Topeka. Caplain Goss's egg col- 
leclion is in the Milwaukee Public Museum. allhougb lie gave a great 
many eggs to the United Stales National Museum al Wasliington. A 
good many of Sennell s skins are also in Washinglon; but sucli skins 
as he possessed at the time of his death passed to the American Mu- 
seum of Nalural History in New York. 

\\ hile the thousands of speeimens eollecled by Priouv were iu- 
variably labelled wilh sucli dala as was necessary. lie seems never to 
have thought of putting on his own name as collector. 

Tliat Sennelt thouglit a lol of Priour is evidenl. for Ur. J. A. 
Allen, in his account of Sennell s life. in the Auk . January. 1901, 
writes: "Tn this same year (1887) he sent Mr. J. M. Priour to the 
region of the lower Brazos River. and later lo explore the coast region, 
or Tamaulipan district. of northeastern Mexico. Mr. Priour made a 
wagon trip from Corpus Chrisli to Tampico in 1888. amassing large 
collections. which threw mnch light on the faunal character of this 
then litlle known region. and helped to eslablisli the boundaries of 
the Tamaulipan Fauna. As the country about Tampico proved very 
unhealthful. Mr. Priour nearly lost liis life lliere from a trojiical fever. 
The next season. 1889, lo enable him to recuperate, and lo continue his 
work in a more salubrious region. Mr. Sennetl sent him lo the eastern 
base of the Sierra Madre, where for several monlhs he collected in thc 
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vicinity of Monterev. Fhe results of lliese important expeditions un- 
fortunately still remain unpublished.” 

Tliis seems to have becn a busy decadc for Priour, ornitbologi- 
cally speaking. for. in the spring of 1884 he collected wilh Joseph L. 
Hancock from Marcli 16 to April 1, and in 1887 with George B. Ben- 
ncrs of Philadclphia. and there were a number of others. 

Dr. Frank M. Chapman writes: "I lived with John Prioui eilher 
at his liome or with him in camp from March 16 to Ajiril 25, 1891. 
His striking personality, his knowledge of the couiitry, and his en- 
thusiasm as a collector made my month wilh him stand out as one of 
the most enjoyable of my collecting expericnce.” 

Dr. Witmer Stone ivrites me that $. N. Khoads of Philadcljdiia. 
‘'stayed with him about 1891”. 

In 1894 the re was published by the Forest & Stream Publishing 
Co. an amusing book by Dr. A. C. Pierce of Boston, Mass., entitled, 
“A Man from Corpus Christi or The Adventures of Two Bird Hunters 
and a Dog in Texas Bogs”. This was a ludicrous aecount of the trav- 
els and adventures of Dr. Pierce wilb Priour and his dog, Absalom. 
on a five-months camping and colleeting trip in the vicinity of Corjnis 
Christi. 

Dr. Pierce writes that “Mr. Priour was a jirofessional hunler; he 
made hunting his wliole husiness the year around, and as bis jaunts 
extended in cvery direclion, be was well aecjuaintcd wilb tlie country 
for miles about Corpus Christi. Hc also collectcd specimens of nat- 
ural history for various jiarties. and as my princijial objeet in visiting 
llie country was lo secure such specimens myself. I could nol have 
found a man better (ïtted for my companion. 

Veruon Bailey writes that “On Ajiril 13, 1900, Mrs. Bailey and I 
first mel Priour and his son al Corjius Christi, and be wenl around 
with us for several days on trips to the flooded bottoms of the Nueces 
River to get Wild Turkeys, and down along the coast and Laguna 
Madre for waler and shore birds. Hc was a laxidermist and skin col- 
lector. and had for ycars heen in the busincss of collecting jilumage 
for thc millinery trade witli Armstrong, Watson, and others. He bad 
becn with many well-known ornilhologisls and heljied them eolleet. 
and knew birds fairly well.” 

“He gave me many notes on mammals tliat I used in my Texas 
report. North American Fauna. No. 25, jiublished in 1905, and later 
sent some sjieeimens of mammals to the Biological Survey. Most of 
his notes on birds arc included in Oberholsers lejiort on thc Birds of 
Tcxas' not yct jniblished. He was a kindly, heljiful fricnd with the 
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intereijts and enthusiasni of a real naturalist. His contributions to 
science in both ornitbolog) and mannnalog) were far more important 
than some of tbose tbat gct more credit. 

From 1900 to 1916, after tbc trade in plnmagc bad become pretty 
mucb a tbing of tbe past. and collectors were becoming rare, Priour 
seems to bave spent niost of bis time working as a carpenter. either in 
('orpus Christi. or in otlier parts of Te\as. building oil well derricks 
or doiug bis bit during tlie war by helping on tbe buildings for thc 
Army (iamp at San Antonio. 

After Mrs. PriouFs deatb in 1916. be closed bis old bome and 
went to livc with one of his daugbters. 

Mr. N. A. Francis of Brookline. Mass.. madc successive egg col- 
lectiug trips witb Priour in the springs of 1919. 1920. and 1921. Mr. 
Francis died on June 19. 1921. and bis collection was presented later 
to tbe Museum of Comparative Zoologv at Cambridgc. Mass. He bad 
told mc so mucli about Priour and bis delightful personality, tliat, in 
February. 1922. my son Pob and I, wbile collecting along tbe coast of 
Te\as. stopped off at Corpus Cbristi for tbe especial ])urpose of meet- 
ing bim. and speut five enjoyable da)s in bis company, e\ploring tbe 
eountr) about bis daugbter s (Mrs. Koark) place wliere be tlien lived. 
cdioiil si\ miles out of Corpus Christi. Togetber we tramped tbe 
sb.ores of tbe Nucces River. or sailed down tbe Laguna Madre to Bird 
and Padre Islands. 

I was so eharmed by bis deliglilful personality, bis youthful en- 
tbusiasm. (lie was 71 at tbe time), and above all, by bis kindliness. 
tliat we carried on a somewbat desultory correspondence afterwards. 
even tliough tbe old man bated letter-writing. He gave mc at tbe time 
a nuinber of skins tliat lie bappened to liavc on liand. and later. after 
I bad gotten tbe necessar) permits for him, collected a few birds 
for me. 

Tbe late Walter B. Savory of Warebam, Mass.. seems to liave been 
tbe last onc to liave gone camping and egg collecting witb bim. and be 
wrote tbal in tbe spring of 1927. wben Priour was 79 years old, u we 
eollected togetber for some montlis. Unclc Jolm going witb me in my 

auto aiid camping wherever we happcned to stop. He gave me all tbe 

sets he fonnd. I never eeased to admire tbe uatural-born eourtesy 
tliat distinguishcd bim. It was a privilege to know bim.*’ 

Modest. unassumiug. generous to a fault. always ready to do any- 
tbing for anybody at any time. I tliink ïl ivas bis kindliness tbat most 
attracted nie. and as an e\ample of tbis. 1 would like to tell of one 

personal ineidimt. It iias been tbe eustom. these many )(>ars. for jm 
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friends and neiglibors to foregather at my lioine in Massaclnisetts on 
New Year's eve. and. together, see the Old Year out and the New ^ ear 
iu. As part of the decoralions there is always hanging from a heam 
in the front liall a sprig of mistletoe. Now mistletoe grows luxnriantly 
ahout Corjrus Christi, and one day while wilh Priour, 1 told him of 
om euslom. and wished llial I might ltave, ou these occasions. just 
such a wonderful clump as ue happened to be looking at. lo hang in 
my liall. Nothing further was said about it at ihe time, aud I had for- 
gotten the incident until. a couple of days before New Year s. a large 
box was received from Texas containing just such a clump of mistletoe. 
And each year since then. such boxes liave arrived. Not only that. 
but before he died the old man askcd his daughter to continuc the 
custom. because I had been his friend. 

Nevvton Center. Mass. 


ENDEMISM AND THE AMERICAN NORTHWEST 

RY T. T. MCCAIJE 

The speculalions to which this paper is devoled are hased npon 
the empirical belief tliat geographic populations of the liigher verte- 
hrates are reasonablv ccrtain to sbow endemic variations in propor- 
tion to one or more rather vague environmental considerations. such 
as the homogcneitv and individuality of thc environment in (jucstion. 
its size. its isolation. or its age. These vaguc conditions, oflmi inore 
easily jierceptiblc to the casnal observer than to thc cloistered student 
ol the jihysical data. somchow actuate or corrclate with precise 
agencies still far beyond our gras|). But throughout the general fail- 
ure of ficld ecology as an exact science, esjiecially for land areas. 
there recurs thc slubborn conviction that regions which wc cm|)iiically 
sense as natural units are in the vast majority of cases rellectcd in 
endemic racial or sjiccific variations of a significant numbcr of thc 
morc plastic verlebrate forms. In gcneral. sueh cndemic conlormity 
conveys a sense of distinction from olher ty pcs of variation of divcrs 
historical or genetic origins. ll is thc basis of thc sludy of iucipient 
evolutionary changc in the highcr vertebrates today. So rcguiar is its 
occurrence that we are justified in emphasizing the fact and secking 
an explanalion when a striking exccj)tion ajijiears. Such considera- 
tions may juslifv a few j)aragraj)hs of rathcr loose descriptive com- 
ment on certain arcas of northwestern Nortli America whosc conforma- 
lion and rccenl hislorv throw lighl upon the nalure and ratc of ccv- 



